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From the Headmar

oys have been getting a

lot of publicity lately.

Time, Newsweek, The New
York Times and several major
periodicals have published sto-
ries detailing the challenges that
face America’s boys as they be-
come young men. In the context
of this discussion there has
been a renewal of interest in all-
boys’ schools. Several magazines
and recent books have argued
that many guys do better in all-
boys schools, where teachers
create an educational process
that is specifically geared for
young men.

Real Boys, Real Needs

In his best-selling book, Real
Boys, child psychologist Dr. Will-
iam S. Pollack postulates that
many schools are not hospitable
environments for boys because
they are not addressing their
unique social, academic and
emotional needs. Too many
schools, Pollack states, “have
teachers and administrators
who, though they don't intend
it, are often not particularly em-
pathetic to boys; they use curric-
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ula, classroom materials and
teaching methods that do not
respond to how boys learn; and
many of these schools are hard-
ly places most of our boys long
to spend time.”

A Matter of Style

What are some of the unique
characteristics and special needs
of boys? In his book, Raising
Cain, Dr. Dan Kindlon points out
that boys tend to be more physi-
cally active than many girls,
moving faster and staying in
motion longer.2Recognizing this
difference has caused teachers
who work with guys to use
teaching styles that allow hands-
on, active, in-motion learning.
This kinesthetic classroom style
is important for guys, who learn
best through touching, moving,
hearing and seeing things.

Dr. Kindlon also points out
that girls’ verbal abilities often
mature faster than boys’; girls
frequently talk earlier and more
fluently. Generally, girls are bet-
ter at expressing their emotions
verbally than boys their age. It
talkes guys more time to process
their feelings. Boys catch up in
the later grades, but in earlier
grades, they sometimes hold
back and are less likely to ver-
balize — especially in the pres-
ence of girls. Boys seem to
communicate more openly and
honestly — and will ask more
questions — when they areina
single-sex classroom.

Boys’ Schools:

A Comfort Zone

Teachers at boys’ schools will
also tell you that when boys feel
comfortable in class, peer rela-
tionships seem better. In addi-
tion, the rapport between
students and their teachers is
stronger, and boys are more
likely to open up, share their
feelings and let teachers know
when they are sad, lonely, con-
fused or angry. Schools like The
Academy encourage boys to talk
about their emotions and make
it safe for them to ask for help.

Another commonly per-
ceived behavior with guys is that
they seem more eager to chal-
lenge the status quo; they will
challenge you more because that
is how they learn. Boys can be
painfully honest, but once
you've earned their respect, they
will respond to you and trust
you. Schools that understand
boys encourage them to speak
up as long as they doitinare-
spectful way.?

Knowing that boys are often
willing to challenge the status
quo, schools like The Academy
provide structure (not regimen-
tation) and immediate reinforce-
ment. Structure makes it easier
to make good decisions, and im-
mediate reinforcement allows
boys to see first-hand how their
actions and decisions affect out-
comes.*







